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Then, great and terrible, loomed in their path Sheikh
Ahmed er-Refa% dead for centuries, but still lord of those
who may tread on fire and eat live coal without harm,
prompt to avenge the insult done to his fellow-sheikh,
Ahmed el-Bedawy, whose disciples these lying Christians
claimed to be. "Go back," he said, "and do what the
people tell you!" Blinded by the double terror, the two
Copts stumbled back to the open place, and leaped among
the coals, never doubting that they would horribly perish.
But lo! they came out unscathed, and the people, abun-
dantly convinced of their dervishhood, not only pressed
upon them the gathered food, but brought forth sheep and
donkeys as presents to the holy men. These went on
their way, reflecting. In what better way could they show
their gratitude to the Refa'i, whose mercy had averted a
just punishment, than by professing in truth the faith which
they had mocked ? And so they became Moslems.
It is important to note that all such, tales implicitly rec-
ognize the subordination of the miraculous powers of the
welies to the one God, who may see fit to render them in-
fallible. A dervish told rne that his great founder, *Abd-
el-Q£dir himself, whose name means Servant of the All-
Powerful, once was asked by a woman with child whether
she had conceived a boy or a girl. At once he declared
that he had miraculous, tangible proof that it was a boy.
When, later, it was told the sheikh that the woman had
brought forth a girl, he said: "The Power of the All-
Powerful }ms conquered the Servant of the All-Powerful!"
II.   the dervish organization
Of the eighty-eight religious orders of Islam, at least
nine have representation in Syria and Palestine.1 The fol-
lowers of the Qadiri'yeh, Ilcfa'l'yeh, IJedawt'yeh, Dusuqf-
yeh and Sa'adf'yeh, all closely allied, are by far the most nu~
1 See "Marabouts et Khouan," pp. 26-51, by Louis Iliim (Alger,
1884). He gives the names and founders of eighty-eight orders.
Borne of these are offshoots or derived orders. A Syrian dervish sheikh
estimated the number of orders at forty-four.

